REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of Entry in Register: 

3 July 1995 

Name of Applicant/Court: 

The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Chinatown Cinema Ltd 

Title of Publication: 

Sex and the Emperor (said to be) 

Other Known Titles: 

Not Stated 

Director: 

Ching - Wah Wong (said to be) 

Producer: 

Jing Wong, Shiu - Kai Lee (said to be) 

Publisher: 

Not Applicable 

Author: 

Not Applicable 

Medium: 

Film 

Format: 

35mm 

Country of Origin: 

Hong Kong 

Language: 

Chinese with English sub-titles 


Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Sex and the Emperor (said to be) 

Trailers: Nil 


Running time: 93:20 

Running time: 

Total Running Time: 93:20 


Excision/Alteration: Yes 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Excision 1. Part 4, Reel 2 

Remove the sequence where a woman is chained by the neck to a wall and is beaten 
and whipped by a man who then rapes her with the butt of his whip. Following this, 
the man pours honey and ants over the woman’s back, as she lies semi-conscious on 
the floor. The scene tends to focus on the woman’s naked body in a manner which is 
considered to be intended to sexually titillate as well as portraying the harshness of the 
vicious beating. 


tmpBB30.tmp 




Under s3(3)(a)(ii) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, the 
extent, degree and manner of this presentation renders the publication objectionable. 

Excision 2. Part 5, Reel 3 

Remove part of the sequence where a pregnant woman is presented tied to a water 
wheel and beaten by a man with a baton. The sound effects of the beating are 
exaggerated and the woman’s body is battered and bleeding. This scene presents as 
a stark and brutal act of torture. The focus on the woman’s breasts as she writhes in 
pain is considered to eroticise the act of torture. 

Under s3(3)(a)(i) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, the 
extent, degree and manner of this presentation renders the publication objectionable. 


Approved components of film after excision: 

Feature Sex and the Emperor (said to be) Running time: 88:50 

Trailers Nil Running time: 

Total Amended Running time: 88:50 


Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display conditions: 


Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on 


18 May 1995 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 
Not Applicable. 

OFLCRef: 9500867 
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